
Minutes of Temple Sinai August Board Meeting (via Zoom) 

August 17, 2021, 7-8:30 pm 

Attending:  President Silverman, Vice President Gordon, Past President Marx, Secretary 
Seligman, Treasurer Watsky, Trustees Mopsik, Patashnick, Hoffmann,  R. Silverman, Eidelhoch-
Getz, Pine, Novik; Rabbi Motzkin, SchoolDirctor Bloom, Administrator Cornute.  Absent: 
Zwicker, Cutler 

The meeting began with a Baruch Dayan HaEmet in remembrance of Terry Lowenthal, who 
passed away recently, beloved fellow congregant and Board member. 

The D’var for this meeting was the sounding of the Shofar, traditionally played daily during the 
month of Elul (except for on Shabbat). 

On a motion by Hoffmann, seconded by Watsky, the July Board minutes were approved with 
the following correction:  the Religious School committee considers policy issues, but not the 
calendar, which has already been set. 

On a motion by Patashnick, seconded by Hoffmann, the Board voted to approve the Consent 
Agenda, as amended in accordance with a suggestion from Rabbi Linda, to include the Rabbis’ 
report as part of the Consent Agenda.  The vote was unanimous. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Watsky reported on loans for the West Wing renovations that $56-58,000 
in donations were received; $9,000 remains left on the loan which is being paid off at $428/mo.  
Only $3,000 in interest remains on the loan. 

There was a motion to accept Mel Patashnick’s reluctant resignation.  Despite controversy, the 
motion carried.  The Board expressed understanding and regrets regarding the necessity of 
Mel’s resignation. 

President Silverman announced that the postponed Board Retreat will be rescheduled after the 
holidays. 

Nominations are needed for three vacant Board positions. 

Religious School Director’s report:  Director Bloom reported that the start date for the school is 
Sept. 26, the last day of Sukkot.  Times to decorate, spend time in the Sukkah will be staggered.  
A faculty meeting is scheduled for Aug. 19. 

The remainder of the August Board meeting was devoted to discussion of High Holiday 
questions.  The Board is asked to discuss and review all considerations and vote via email their 
recommendations. 



After lengthy discussion, the Board considered the following: 

1.  Continue with Plan A (indoors at the Bernhard Theater, with restrictions and 
reservations), plus the option of attending remotely with Live Streaming of services. 

2. Pursue outdoor venue options.  Richard Pine requests that the congregation be 
informed of the indoor option, but also be informed that the committee continues 
to explore and work toward an outdoor option. 

The following motion, based on these considerations, was made and carried: 

That the High Holy Days services be held in person at the Bernhard Theater of Skidmore 
College, noting limited seating which requires a reservation system; 

That the virtual option of Live Streamed services (not interactive Zoom) also be available for 
each service; 

A second motion also carried: 

That a contingent outdoor alternative (to cover the possibility of a shut-down on indoor 
meetings) be pursued, with the deadline of August 24. 

President Jerry Silverman moved to adjourn.  The meeting ended at 8:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Caroline Seligman, Secretary 

 


