
Temple Sinai Board of Trustees 

Board Meeting Minutes, Sept. 21 

Board members present: 

President Jerry Silverman 
Vice-President Ben Gordon 
Secretary Caroline Seligman 
Treasurer David Watsky 
Past President  Michael Marx 
Trustees: Cheryl Hoffmann, Richard Pine, Lori Zwicker, Jerome Mopsik, Alison Getz, Amos Cutler, Beth 
Sabo Novik, Robyn Silver,  
 
Rabbi Jonathan Rubenstein,  
 
The meeting was called to order by President Jerry Silverman 
 
The D’var was given by Rabbi Jonathan, on Sukkot 
 
It was moved by Beth Novik and seconded by Richard Pine to accept the minutes of the August meeting.  
12 in favor, 1 abstention (Cheryl because she did not attend the meeting). 
 
Consent Agenda:  To include Board minutes and committee reports.  Discussion:  about printing vs. 
email-only publication of the Tablet .  It is currently only available on-line in order to save paper.  But  it 
is possible that a hard (printed) copy may be more popular and read more frequently because it seems 
more present.  No decision was made.  Lori moved, Cheryl  seconded the motion to accept the Consent 
Agenda.  Passed unanimously. 
 
President’s Report:  Focus on two critical issues:  1.  membership and school losses  2.Committees:  need 
to take and submit minutes so that issues can be noted by Board; each committee needs a Board liaison 
to coordinate with Board.  3. Tech training:  a Board representative needs to be involved in technical 
issues, including hosting the Zoom meeting, at each Temple function. 
 
Retreat:  It has been difficult to find a date possible for all Board members.  Jerry will follow up. 
 
Covid:  Additions and changes to the current Covid policy for the Temple:  discussion followed about the 
terms “recommend” and “require” for masks when individuals do not need to be close (outside, e.g.).  It 
was moved (Caroline) and seconded (David) to accept the language proposed by the medical advisory 
committee.  12 in favor, 1 opposed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  David compared the current year with last year in terms of income received:  we are 
$1700 ahead in collections so far.  He reported that no contributions specific to the High Holy Days have 
been received, noting that it is still early.  This year’s expenses of $41,000 vs $71,000 last year was due 
to the government grant.  That money is now gone.  We need to raise $60,000 in the annual appeal, 
which will begin in October. Richard moved and Lori seconded acceptance of the Treasurer’s report.  
The vote was unanimous in favor. 



 
Rabbi’s Report:  Rabbi Jonathan reports that they are now moving into active sabbatical planning mode, 
organizing service leaders, Torah chanters.  Sabbatical begins around Nov. 7 and continues until late 
January/early February, exact dates as yet undetermined. 
 
Good and Welfare:  Questions were raised about how congregants are able to get involved, including 
learning about committees, also about new women’s group, Miriam’s Well, formed recently to take the 
place of defunct previous group.  The group expects to be inclusive, open to all at events, a place to 
connect and to take over service components such as providing the Kiddush cup for B’nai Mitzvah 
students. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm, following a motion by David, seconded by Robyn and passed 
unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Caroline Seligman, Secretary 
 


