
Temple Sinai Board of Trustees 

Minutes, April 19, 2022 

Meeting called to order by President Jerry Silverman.  In attendance were also Robyn Silverman, 
Caroline Seligman, Shelly Bader, Richard Pine, Jerome Mopsik, Michael Marx, Lori Zwicker, Beth Sabo 
Novik, Rabbi Linda Motzkin, and arriving late, David Watsky. 

Rabbi Linda shared d’var Torah on observing the first week of Omer. 

Minutes:  approved unanimously on motion by Michael, second by Beth. 

Consent agenda:  approved as read on motion by Cheryl, second by Robyn, with unanimous vote. 

Annual Meeting:  30 day notice is required before a congregational meeting.  The Board must approve 
the budget and nominations, and 30 days later the meeting can be held.  By holding the May Board 
meeting on May 10 and approving the above, we can have the congregational meeting in mid-June.  
Three modes of participation:  in-person, on zoom, by proxy. 

Report of Nominating Committee: There are three board positions to fill on a slate which also includes 
continuing the temporary term of Shelly Bader and Alex Silverstein.  Two people have agreed to run for 
those positions:  Matt Dickson and Angela Meislin.  In addition, Beth will move to serve a two-year 
position as Vice President; Ben Gordon to a three-year position as Trustee. 

Covid:  Questions have been raised as to when to return to Friday evening in-person services.  There are 
conflicting considerations:  the desire of some congregants to attend in person, vs. current  increase in 
infectivity in Saratoga County.  Board discussion revolved around inclusion of the Avodah committee in 
this decision, and also a plan which would include having a variety of options for Friday evening services.  
A consensus was reached (no motion, no vote) to put off changes and defer to the Avodah committee.   

Security:  Jerry stressed the necessity for all teachers in the religious school to receive security training 
as an integral part of teacher orientation.  Only three teachers have so far received security training.  
The Board entertained and passed a motion to provide and require security training annually at the fall 
teacher orientation, for all Wednesday and Sunday teachers.  Teachers will be required this year to 
attend a security make-up session.  The motion was made by Robyn and seconded by Lori; it passed with 
one abstention.   

Security Grant:  Richard reported on the preparation and self-assessment required in advance of 
applying.  He explained the three parts of the application:  organizational mission, security assessment, 
and justification.  In addition to completing those requirements, we must also adopt policies covering 
conflict of interest and fiscal control.  Richard will provide pro forma policies which will be adopted and 
adapted. 

Constitution:  Tabled until May 



Reports:  The Rabbis’ report was accepted as part of the Consent Agenda.  Rabbi Linda asked to have 
appended the designation “B’mitzvah” to refer generally to everything related to Bar/Bat/B’nai Mitzvah 
material. 

David moved and Beth seconded a motion to adjourn to Executive Session. 

At the conclusion of the Executive Session, a motion (made by Lori, seconded by Beth) to adjourn the 
Board meeting was passed unanimously. 

Minutes submitted by Caroline Seligman, Secretary 


