
Temple Sinai Board of Trustees 

Meeting of March 15, 2022:  Minutes 

Meeting called to order by President Jerry Silverman at 7:02 pm 

1.  D’var by Rabbi Jonathan 
2. Minutes:  On motion by Hoffman, seconded by R. Silverman, minutes accepted,  passed 

unanimously. 
3. Consent agenda:  Minutes of Tzedek and Membership committees to come.  Minutes 

accepted as read unanimously on motion by Sabo, second by R. Silverman. 
4. Nominations:  Shelly Bader has accepted interim appointment until the next election.  

Approved on a motion by Eidelhoch-Getz, second by R. Silverman, passed unanimously. 
The nominating committee has not met yet.  There are three vacancies remaining until 
the next election.  Zoom hybrid meetings will continue (thus addressing the potential 
problem of a board member residing much of the year out-of-state). 

5. Covid:  Discussion ensued regarding decisions on masking and opening Temple for 
meetings/events.  A poll produced no definitive agreement.  For now, services and 
school will require masks. Board members agreed that the issue of mask-optional 
services will be raised again in April.  If the numbers for Saratoga County meet the CDC 
definition of “moderate” risk, the Board will be able to recommend a policy of mask-
optional events.  The Board poll voted 6-5 in favor of the Bakery making its own policy 
for bakery workers.  On a motion by Sabo, seconded by Watsky, voice-hand vote was 6 
in favor, 0 against, 4 abstaining. 

6. Passover:  Suggestion being  considered that Passover be celebrated in a hybrid fashion:  
An in-person service, followed by meal at home and a hybrid concluding service.  
Decision not yet taken. 

7. Security:  The Temple has now held several trainings; more training is needed for 
teachers/aides.  Richard Pine is working on a grant to finance training and security 
measures.  Jerry Silverman proposes that we join the organization CSS  (Community 
Security Service) and train with them, for which we would need 15 participants.  
Michael Marx expressed some concerns and asked that we consult with synagogues 
who have participated with this organization.  Action on this was tabled. 

8. Reports: 
a. Rabbi’s report.  Rabbi Jonathan explained the Adult Education programs upcoming 

in April, jointly with Congregation Shaara Tfille. 
b. Treasurer’s report.  Treasurer David Watsky shared the projected year-end numbers 

(see handouts).  He noted that we are likely to surpass the projected earnings from 
the Gala, which has so-far raised $18,840 from Honorary Committee and 



sponsorships, with more sponsorships to come, and that we are on track for an 
overall year-end surplus of $22,000.   

c. Religious School Director:  Sylvia Bloom reported that in-person attendance for the 
Erev Purim service is fully booked.  Zoom only remaining.  An email announcement is 
scheduled for the following morning.  School class members wrote cards and 
collected $1100 to donate directly to Ukrainian refugees, delivered to Poland by 
temple members Adam and Kasia Israel.  The Temple Purim Carnival will be held on 
Sunday at the VFW hall on Excelsior. 

9. Motion was made (Sabo, second by Watsky) to go into Executive Session, vote 
unanimously in favor. 

Following discussion of personnel issues in Executive Session, on a motion by Sabo and 
second by R. Silverman , passed unanimously, the Board returned to regular session.  

Passed unanimously on a motion by Hoffmann and second by Marx, the Board voted 
that following the meeting with Jesse Epstein on Thursday, the Board members present 
at that meeting will vote on whether to offer Jesse the position of Student Rabbi, and 
that vote will carry for the entire Board. 

Good and Welfare:  Beth Sabo and David Watsky have agreed to chair the July picnic. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Caroline Seligman, Secretary 

 


